
 
Sheldon Historical Society Schoolhouse Museum 

Newsletter Index  

 

 

Vol. 1, Issue 1, Nov. 2011  Charter Issue of New Quarterly Newsletter 

 

Museum Renovation and Displays 

Genealogy – Relationship Chart 

Genealogy and Family History, by Jeanne Mest 

Soldiers Prepare for Civil War 

Backward Glance at Farming 

Orange Tozier, obit, 1900 

Johnsonburg School 

Wyoming Co. Times Clippings 

 

 

Vol. 1, Issue 2, Feb. 2012 

 

Peter Tharnish 

Albert & Frances Armbrust Simons 

Schoolhouse # 6 – Plants Corners 

War of 1812 – Refugees Flee Buffalo, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Book Review – The Destroyers & The Settlers, by E.R. Eastman, by Jeanne Mest 

Mest Meat Packing 

William J. Mest, obit, 1940 

William G. Mest, obit, 2012 

 

 

Vol. 1, Issue 3, May 2012 

 

150 Years Ago – The Homestead Act 

Origin of Buffalo Hill Jam in the Valley 

Bicentennial of War of 1812, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Hermann’s Radio Service, by the Hermann Family 

History of Schoolhouse Museum & Town-wide Yard Sale 

John Schiltz, obit, 1924 

 

 

Vol. 1, Issue 4, August 2012 

 

The Immigrant Trunk, by Mary Ann Metzger 



Old Fort Humphrey, by Jeanne Mest 

School # 16 – Old Varysburg Schoolhouse – Varysburg Union 

Orchard Park Stock Dairy Farm – 1902 

Sgt. Leon George – killed in action 

138 Years of Development 

 

 

Vol. 2, Issue 1, Nov. 2012 

 

Reisdorf Brothers 100th Anniversary, by Mary Ann Metzger and Marilyn Smithley 

Mrs. Frances Victor, obit, 1924 

Schoolhouse Records Open Window to the Past – School 5 Harris Corners, by Jeanne Mest 

History of Sheldon Democrat, by Ethelbert West Almeter and Mary Ann Metzger 

James Coats – Revolutionary War Soldier 

Presidential Facts 

 

 

Vol. 2, Issue 2, Feb. 2013 

 

John Klein, obit 

Patriot War 

Dutch Hollow Bridge  

The Young Carpenters (Johnny and Francis Almeter), by Betty Almeter Reisdorf  

 

 

Vol. 2, Issue 3, May 2013 

 

Memorial Day 

Six Star American Legion Post 

Trip to Cemetery Unravels Family History, by Jeanne Mest 

Strykersville Fire Co. 100th Anniversary, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Sheldon Democrat 

Dear Ancestor 

 

 

Vol. 2, Issue 4, Aug. 2013 

 

It Started in the Cemetery (Hedges), by Jeanne Mest 

A Big Day – Strykersville Church Picnic 

Plans Completed for Convention 

Description of Strykersville 100 years ago, Howard Bennion, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Recipe – Chili Sauce 

 

 

Vol. 3, Issue 1, Feb. 2014 

 



Winter Lays Icy Hand On Whole State 

Homecoming of Nathaniel Conger, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Wyoming County Times  

Finding Great Uncle Will, by Mary Ann Metzger 

 

 

Vol. 3, Issue 2, June 2014 

 

Historic Roadside Markers; Hamilton, Stony Brook, Turner’s, by Jeanne Mest 

A Visit With Hattie Becker, by Betty Almeter Reisdorf 

More on Town of Sheldon Cheese Factories 

Recipe – Hattie’s Applesauce Cake 

Dorotha Kirsch – 100th Birthday 

 

 

Vol. 4, Issue 1, Feb. 2015 

 

William Vary House – Sheldon Town Emblem 

Low Bridge, Everybody Down; Erie & Genesee Valley Canals, (Craig Braack),Jeanne Mest 

History of My House, by Barbara Hoffman Durfee 

Varysburg News 

Excerpts About Wolves – Beers History of Wyoming Co.  

Royce Corners – School # 15, Christmas Program, by Mary Ann Metzger 

 

 

Vol. 4, Issue 2, May 2015 

 

Ghosts, Murder, Mayhem and Catastrophes, by Jeanne Mest 

George Genealogy as Presented by Jack Brannan, by Scott Barvian 

Spring Plowing, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Legion Post # 637 Memorial Day Observances 

 

 

Vol. 4, Issue 3, September 2015 

 

My Mysterious Grandfather, by Constance Robnett Luker 

Postscript from Connie’s Cousin, by Scott Barvian  

A Short History of Varysburg, Part 1, by E.K. Cooper 

Researching Family History – Dodge, Rogers, Merlau, Swyers 

Haunted History 

 

 

 

Vol. 4, Issue 4, December 2015 

 

The Story of Marzolf and Mason, by Anita Ripstein-Hayes 



Recipes – Grandma George’s Sugar Cookies, Aunt Maybelle’s Fruit Cake 

Christmas in the Military, by Mary Ann Metzger 

The Real Spirit of Christmas, by Mary Ann Metzger 

 

 

Vol. 5, Issue 1, February 2016 

 

A Short History of Varysburg, by E.K. Cooper, 1945, Part 2 (continued from Sept. 2015) 

Who was E.K. Cooper? By Jeanne Mest   

Bad Fire at Varysburg, by Mary Ann Metzger 

The Underground – Freedom’s Road (Arch Merrill), by Jeanne Mest 

 

 

Vol. 5, Issue 2, May 2016 

 

Cemeteries in the Town of Sheldon 

A Cemetery Surprise 

Strykersville Ladies Form Society to do Community Work 

Cemeteries (poem) 

Last Conductor on the Underground Railroad, by Jeanne Mest 

A Short History of Varysburg, Part 3, by E.K. Cooper (continued from Feb. 2016) 

Cemetery Map 

 

 

Vol. 5, Issue 3, Sept. 2016 

 

A Short History of Varysburg, E.K. Cooper, Part 4 (continued from Feb. 2016) 

Sheldon Schoolhouse Celebrates 125 Birthday 

Sheldon Historical Society Museum Scholarship 

Zittel Street, the Reason Why it’s called South Buffalo, by Angela Keppel 

Back to School, Harris Corners, 1943 

Humphrey Hollow or Tozier’s Corners 

 

 

Vol. 5, Issue 4, Nov. 2016 

 

Letters From Ceal (Retitled My Memories), Celia Firestine McCoy 

Thanksgiving Memories, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Christmas Recipes; Mulled Cider, Penuche Candy 

 

 

 

Volume 6, Issue 1, April 2017 

 

Dem Youngers, 1st Brigade Sharpshooters, by Jeanne Mest 

The Green Parrot Inn at Varysburg, Wyoming Co. Times 



Sylvester Metzger, Frigid Weather, Undertaker Tips Sleigh 

Mom’s Address Books, A Life of Their Own, by Connie Luker 

 

 

Volume 7, Issue 1, January 2018 

 

 

Eat Your Way Through History!, by Jeanne Mest 

2017 Scholarship Winners 

Historical Society Updates 

Special Visitors and Contributions 

Bringing Family History to Life 

Adventures in Family History, “Why Trace Ancestor’s Roots?”, by Connie Luker 

 

Volume 7, Issue 2, March 2018 

 

The Autograph Book of Emily Peck, by Jeanne Mest, with Barbara Logel & Judie Coffee 

Bringing Family History to Life  

Adventures Family History – Our Visit to Leimersheim, Germany, by Trish Hackett Nicola 

180 Years Ago in Sheldon – Rev. John Neumann, by Mary Ann Metzger 

 

Volume 7, Issue 3, May 2018 

 

Prayer in Spring, by Robert Frost 

Spring has Many Different Meanings, by Mary Ann Metzger 

One Woman’s Life: Alice George Eggert, by James M. Keyser 

Frame Church Replaces Rustic Log Church 

St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church: The First Catholic People of Sheldon, by Mary Ann Metzger 

 

Volume 7, Issue 4, December 2018 

 

100th Anniversary of Armistice Day, November 11, 1918 

Dedication in Memory of Marilyn Smithley 

Schoolhouse News 

Bringing Family History to Life:  Finding Lucy Morgan’s Grave, by Laury Lakas 

Sheldon Soldiers in WWI 

Sheldon Soldiers Who Returned From WWI, by Jeanne Mest 

In Flanders Fields, by John McCrea 

Schoolhouse Museum Scholarships 

Grandma’s Applesauce Cookies 

 

 

Volume 8, Issue 1, April 2019 

 

Varysburg NY History on Facebook 

Bringing Family History to Life:  Glaser Family in America, by Sheila Glaser Bultmann 



The Hotel in the Dell, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Strykersville Sketches-Brewery Fire, by Harry S. Douglass 

The Red Onion 

The Pail 

Excerpt from Town of Sheldon Historical Comments, by F.W.Kehl 

 

Volume 8, Issue 2, August 2019 

 

Manifest – Ship Andrew Scott 

Jacob and Mathias Glaser; Peter Glaser and Catherine Dorsheid 

Bringing Family History To Life, by Michael Rayhill 

John Glaser and Susan Servey;Maria Glaser and Peter Reisdorf 

Cecilia Martin Glaser 

Recipe: Grandma Glaser’s Friedcake 

Clara Glaser’s Journal 

More on Ice Harvesting, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Schoolhouse Museum News and Scholarship Winners 

Historian’s Corner:  Ancestry DNA, Ethnicity Estimate, by Jeanne Mest 

 

Volume 8, Issue 3, November 2019 

 

Cursive Still Counts!  Wyoming County Fair 

Robber’s Cave, from Strykersville Sketches, by Harry S. Douglass 

Marilyn’s Memorabilia: From the memoirs of Marilyn Smithley, presented by Jeanne Mest 

Civil Air Patrol 

Sheldon Farmer’s Alliance & Industrial Union, No. 250 

The Journal of Frank W. Kehl 

Schoolhouse Museum News: Orangeville Display Room 

Historian’s Corner, by Jeanne Mest: 

Book Review “Becoming Herself” by Maureen Mooney Reid  

 

Volume 8, Issue 4, December 2019 

 

Christmas tree photo 

Otto Family of Talheim 

German Migration 

Early Sheldon Immigrants 

Journey from Talheim, by Jeanne Mest 

Old Time Sleigh Bells, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Happy 100th Birthday to Leona Meyer 

 

 

 

Volume 9, Issue 1, April 2020 

 

Spring Workshop – To be rescheduled due to Coronavirus 



Orangeville History, by Laury Lakas 

 Biographical Sketch, 1892 

Life During the Second World War, by Marilyn Smithley 

Looking Back to Hard Times of the Past – Erhard Schuessler (by Jeanne Mest) 

Thoughts on Gardening Long Ago, by Marilyn Smithley 

Scholarships 

Historian’s Corner, by Jeanne Mest: 

 Living in Historic Times 

 Book Reviews 
 

Volume 9, Issue 2, August 2020 

 

Logel’s 60th Anniversary 

St. Cecilia Cemetery Damage 

100 Years Ago 

Edward Obertean – Ku Klux Klan 

Historian’s Corner, by Jeanne Mest: Appreciation for people and donations;  Recent deaths 

of four members 

Memorial Donations 
 

Volume 9, Issue 3, October 2020 

 

Mark Kehl demonstrates Communion Bread Baker 

Nicholas and Elizabeth George Bartz Portraits, by Scott Barvian 

Immigrant Bartz Family and Bartz Anecdotes, by Scott Barvian 

Weather Proverbs 

Memorial Donations 

Historian’s Corner, by Jeanne Mest 

Gad Charles Parker, by Jeanne Mest 

Four 60th Wedding Anniversaries: Almeter, Metzger, Daniel, Pingrey 

100 Years Ago 

 

Volume 9, Issue 4, December 2020 

 

Memories of the Last Christmas with Mama, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Leaving Germany for America, Part 1, by Warren Zahler 

Celebrating Christmas Then and Now 

60th  Wedding Anniversary for Al & Mary Ann Reisdorf 

Historian’s Corner, by Jeanne Mest:  Historical Society Updates 

Memorial and other Donations 

 

 

 

Volume 10, Issue 1, February 2021 

 

Visit to the Schoolhouse, by Laury Lakas 

History of the Wyoming County Home, Part 1, by Laury Lakas 



Leona Meyer makes the Today Show (age 101) 

 

 

Volume 10, Special Edition, Spring 2021 

 

A GALLANT LADY, by Norma Donnelly 

 

 

Volume 10, Issue 2, May 2021 

 

Varysburg Class of 1938 

Leaving Germany for America, Part 2, by Warren Zahler 

From Historian and Schoolhouse Museum – by Jeanne Mest 

      Veronica Anne Grover Bucki 

Memorial Donations 

Happy 130th Birthday to the Sheldon Schoolhouse Museum 

30th Annual Strykersville Townwide Yard Sale 

The Donnellys thru the Years, Ireland to America, by Norma Donnelly 

 

 

Volume 10, Issue 3, August 2021 

 

The Historic Willow Tree, Story and Poem, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Legends and Lore, The William G. Pomeroy Foundation 

History of the County Home, Part 2, Cont. from Feb. 2021, The Closing of the County 

Home and Remembering God’s Acre, by Laury Lakas 

From Historian and Schoolhouse Museum, by Jeanne Mest 

     The Dunce Cap 

Strykersville Town-Wide Sale, 2021 

Former Student Finds His Name in the Book 

Scholarship Winners 

Robert & Donna Kirsch, 60th Anniversary 

Jane Wilcox, Genealogist and Author 

Welcome New Members, Tribute to Mildred Ash 

Ivan Woods Richardson, WWI, An Inductees Journal 
 

 
 

 

Volume 10, Issue 4, December 2021 

 

When a Name is Not the Name, by Julie Merchant 

West Coast Family visits Java/Strykersville The Suttell Ancestry Visit by Ron Suttell 

The Schoolhouse Bell 

From Historian and Schoolhouse Museum, by Jeanne Mest 

The Bien Brothers Visit Sheldon, by Jeanne Mest 

Father Jim Fugle 



Mystery of Strykersville Willow Tree is Solved 

100th Anniversary of Swyers Family Reunion 

 

Volume 11, Issue 1, May 2022 

 

Spring Workshop 

In Memory of Clifford Reilein, by Jeanne Mest 

The Public Burying Ground, Strykersville Pioneer Cemetery 

Heroes of the Revolutionary War and War of 1812 from Sheldon 

J.B. Almeter & Anna Meyer 

From Historian and Schoolhouse Museum, by Jeanne Mest 

 

Volume 11, Issue 2, August 2022 

 

Legends and Lore, Pomeroy Foundation, Stryker Willow sign 

Memories of 4H, by Jeanne Mest 

From Historian and Schoolhouse Museum, by Jeanne Mest 

Scholarship Winners 

The Work of Our Hands – new display 

Vintage Photography, by Heidi McCluskey 

 

Volume 11, Issue 3, November 2022 

 

The Mysterious Broken Stone, by Linda Heinrich 

Wyoming Co. Federation of Historical Societies 

An Important Purchase, by Mary Norma Donnelly 

Nona, by Kate Meyer 

Visit from Family of Four Belgians 

From Schoolhouse Museum and Historian, by Jeanne Mest 

 

Volume 11, Issue 4, January 2023 

 

Blizzards Through the Years, by Jeanne Mest 

Howling Storm Invades This End of State – Storm in Bennington, near Harris, 1960 

Plenty of Room in Pickle Jar at Harris Corners, 1960 

Card Club, by Jeanne Mest 

From the Sheldon Schoolhouse Museum and Historian 

 

 

Volume 12, Issue 1, April 2023 

 

The Famous Buffalo Hill, by Scott Barvian, Mesa, AZ 

Steam Tractor Grading the Road (photo) J. Dominesey homestead 

Varysburg History  

Johnsonburg History 

32nd Strykersville Townwide Yard Sale 



Pioneer Cemetery Cleanup 

 

 

Volume 12, Issue 2, August 2023 

 

Flax – From Field to Fiber (Pike Fair) 

Scholarship Winners 2016-2023 

Federation News 

A Historic Day in Strykersville, by Jeanne Mest  (Historic signs) 

The Old Country, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Letters from Ceal, by Celia Firestine McCoy 

 

Volume 12, Issue 3, October 2023 

 

Special Edition – St. Cecilia’s 175th Anniversary, by Scott Barvian 

 

Volume 13, Issue 1, February 2024 

 

St. Cecilia’s 175th Sign Dedication, by Jeanne Mest 

Excerpts from The Sheldon Union Library, by Harry Douglass, “Among Sheldon 

Pioneers”, Historical Wyoming, July 1954 

It’s Sugarin Time, by Marilyn Smithley 

The Brewery Cellar, by Jeanne Mest 

World War 1, In Defense of Liberty, by Jeanne Mest 

Women Ordnance Workers in WWI 

Women in WWIo 

WWI, Soldiers, Sailors and Marines, Town of Sheldon 

Pioneers of Aviation 

The Horse Thief That Almost Got Away, by Mary Ann Metzger 

Newspaper Clippings 

Belgian Settlements at the Time of the Civil War 

Wyo. Co. Federation of Historical Societies – Fall program and Spring Workshop  

 

 

Volume 13, Issue 2, May 2024 

 

The Persons Pioneer Cemetery, by Jeanne Mest 

The Old Brewery Cave Cellar, by Floyd Benham, Historical Wyoming, July 2006 

The Brewery Cellar, Part 2, by Jeanne Mest 

John Potter, Photographer, by Taina Armstrong Hoffman 

The American Flag 

America’s Semiquincentennial, Our 250th Birthday, by Jeanne Mest 

Memorial Day Programs 

From the Sheldon Schoolhouse Museum and Historian 

 

 



Volume 13, Issue 3, September 2024 

 

History of Sheldonville, by Jeanne Mest with Mary Jane Almeter 

Emma Johnson, Semiquincentennial Intern 

Family Secret – Schuessler, by Steven Gerbig 

Strykersville Pioneer Cemetery Restoration Project 


